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Problems and difficulties in the Church are not new. From the times of  JESUS 

the BOAT of  PETER has seen many stormy periods.

Today, many are worried. They see the current situation as apocalyptic, the 

breaking down of  Christian societies, Christian values, Christian traditions to a 

most dangerous level.

It is good to go back to the first book on the CHURCH, to see what the 

Church is all about, to discern what are the means at our disposal to overcome 

difficult times.

Certainly, the starting point is the immense joy of  the RESURRECTION, and 

the desire to proclaim it to the whole world, supported by the power BAPTISM

and of  the EUCHARISTwhich builds up the Body of  Christ.

KERYGMA comes first: proclaim the Gospel joyfully

KOINONIA comes second: build up strong truly Christian communities 

around Mary, Peter, the Apostles, the faithful, holding to the depositum fidei.

DIAKONIA is next: service, ministering, washing each otherõs feet, from the 

Pope to the last Christian.  
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JERUSALEM, in SAMARIA, 

and to the END OF THE 
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with him the ministry of John, 

James,  Stephen, Barnabas, 

Philip, and others.
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ministry. Three Missionary 

Journeys with Barnabas, 

Titus, Timothy, Silas, Luke. 

15 : The Council of Jerusalem 

21-28 : Paul in prison, in 

Jerusalem, Caesarea, Rome



WOUNDS OF THE CHURCH TODAY

1. ABUSE SCANDAL 

2. COVER-UP BY BISHOPS/PRIESTS?

3. HOMOSEXUAL LOBBIES AMONG 

BISHOPS/PRIESTS??

4. LIBERALISM AMONG BISHOPS ON DOCTRINAL, 

LITURGICAL, MORAL ISSUES. Examples: Eucharist to 

divorced and civilly re-married, lax forms of  liturgies, 

status of ôdeaconesses in early churchõ, ecumenism 

interpreted as the blurring of  theological doctrines for the 

sake of  brotherhood, etc.

5. ROSMINIõs WOUNDS: Inadequate participation in the 

liturgy by both clergy and people; insufficient preparation 

of  the clergy; divisions among the Bishops; no 

participation of  local clergy and lay people in the choice of  

local Bishops; unfair distribution of the Churchõs wealth.

6. OTHER WOUNDSééééé.??



THE CHURCH IN THE BOOK OF ACTS

1. SPIRIT -DRIVEN : huge presence and activity of  the SPIRIT ð

LISTENING TO THE VOICE OF THE SPIRIT guiding the 

Church. Examples: in Jerusalem, in Samaria, in Antioch, in Troas, 

etc.

2. POWERFUL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP : the faithful gathered 

around MARY, the APOSTLES, the DISCIPLES of  JESUS. ONE 

IN MIND ðONE IN HEART - CATECHESIS

3. BELIEVERS ôCONSTANTLY IN PRAYERõ ðsee example when 

Peter was in prison 

4. CENTRALITY OF THE EUCHARIST ðBREAKING OF BREAD

5. IMPORTANCE OF BAPTISM as INCORPORATION IN THE 

CHURCH ðBODY OF CHRIST

6. KOINONIA ðKERYGMA ðDIAKONIA

7. FUNDAMENTAL ROLE OF THE LAITY

8. ATTENTION TO THE DEPOSITUM FIDEI : see Paul asking 

Peter, James and John if  the gospel he preached was the true gospel. 

See also Paul in Galatians: òEven if an Angel should preach a gospel 

different from what you have received let him be anathema!ó

9. REAL, PRACTICAL CONCERN FOR THE POOR



When St. Luke wrote his gospel and Acts he 

used documents and interviewed eyewitnesses; it 

is very likely that he interviewed Mary, the 

Mother of JESUS, for example. 

He was a doctor by profession, "my dear friend 

Luke, the physician", St. Paul calls him 

(Colossians 4,14). He was a companion of St. Paul 

and took part in many of the events described in 

Acts (see the "we" passages: Acts 16,10; 20,5; 21,1 

etc.). 

Few scholars today would doubt the historicity 

of Acts; most of them agree that St. Luke wrote 

the book of Acts before 70AD and perhaps 

during St. Paul's imprisonment in Rome (61-

63AD).

St LUKE, the beloved physician



For St. Luke, the whole history of mankind can be 

divided into three periods: 

1 - The time of the Old Testament Prophets (from 

Adam to John the Baptist);

2- The time of JESUS on earth, 7BC - 30AD, the centre 

of history;

3- The time of the Holy Spirit and the Church, from 

Pentecost until today and till the end of time.

Acts deals with the first 30 years of the 

life of the Church: from the Ascension of 

JESUS (30AD) to the first imprisonment of St. 

Paul in Rome (61-63AD).


